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ABSTRACT 
 
 
This research was a descriptive quatitative study that focuses on the 
correlation between students’ vocabulary mastery and their ability in writing 
hortatory exposition text. The problem formulation of this research was “is 
there any correlation between students’ vocabulary and their writing ability 
of hortatory exposition text?”. Whereas the objective of this research were to 
know and to describe whether or not there is the correlation between 
students’ vocabulary mastery and their ability in writing hortatory exposition 
text. The sample of this research was 28 students of fourth grade semester of 
STKIP PGRI Bandar Lampung. This research was taken place in STKIP 
PGRI Bandar Lampung. After calculating by using Product Moment formula 
the writer got rxy was 0.54. rcount = 0.54 was taken place between 0.400 – 
0.600. rtable for significance level 5% is 0.374 andit an be concluded that rcount  
= 0.54 is higher than rtable = 0.374. So Ho is accepted and Ha is rejected. It 
means that there is a fair correlation between students’ vocabulary mastery 
and their ability in writing hortatory exposition text at the fourth semester of 
English Department of STKIP PGRI Bandar Lampung in 2016/2017. 
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INTRODUCTION  
The need of mastering English as an international language which is 
very important among people in recent globalization era has prompted 
English being studied in the most part of the world. In Indonesia, it is a must 
to provide students need in this language which is taught from the elementary 
institution to higher education level in many countries. In teaching this 
language, there are four skills to be concerned those are listening, speaking, 
reading and writing. Moreover several aspects of English must be concerned 
such as grammar and vocabularies. 
Related to the importance of vocabulary in language learning, 
Decarrico in Celce and Murcia (2001: 285) states that vocabulary learning is 
central to language acquisition, whether the language first, second, or foreign. 
The reason of why vocabulary is important in learning language is implicitly 
proposed by McCharty. According to McCharthy (1990: 3) when we speak of 
the vocabulary of language, we primarily but not exclusively discuss about 
the words of that language. Therefore, if vocabulary is related tightly to the 
learning words of certain language, then it will be central in language 
learning. For instance, all languages in this world are used by help of words. 
Words’ meaning connect language to the real world. They can be the 
represent of things in the real life and also used to express feeling of the 
language user. This statement is also supported by Fries in Lado (1974: 76 ). 
He says that “For us, a word is a combination of sounds acting as stimulus to 
bring into attention the experience to which it has become attached by use....” 
From the definition of word by Fries above, words are accepted as tools 
which are used to reveal all human experiences by means of its form (sound 
or written symbols) in which stimulus are created toward experiences. They 
represent concrete and abstract things (experience) that human know or have.  
Besides vocabulary, writing also has a big rule in mastering a language. 
According to Elite Olshtain in Celce (2001:207), writing as a communicative 
activity needs to be encouraged and nurtured during the language learners’ 
course of study. This statement is strengthened by Raimes who gave the 
reasons for teaching writing: “We frequently have to communicate with each 
other in writing” and “Writing reinforces grammatical structures, idioms, and 
vocabulary.” Teaching writing is “a unique way to reinforce learning” 
(1983:3). Reid also states that writing is a form of learning, and that writing 
processes and rhetorical context for writing are crucial (1993:49). It can be 
concluded that writing is an essential language reinforcing skill and a crucial 
ability because it becomes a means of learning, discovering, developing, and 
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refining language ability. Moreover, by doing writing, the students become 
involved with the new language, trying to express their ideas and use eyes, 
hand, brain constantly as a unique way to reinforce learning. 
Writing requires the mastery of several indicators those are 
grammatical accuracy and acceptability, punctuations, capitalization, 
spelling, appropriate vocabulary and a careful- planed structuring of ideas. 
Someone can be said have a good writing ability if he or she is able to 
arrange the appropriate vocabulary with full attention in grammar, 
punctuation, capitalization, spelling, a careful- planed structuring of ideas and 
put all of them together in a sentences.  
One of the text types in English is hortatory exposition text. Hortatory 
exposition text is a text which represents the attempt of the writer to have the 
addressee do something or act in certain way. The purpose is to persuade the 
reader should or should not be the case or be done. 
Based on the preliminary research at STKIP PGRI Bandar Lampung, 
the writer found that students’ vocabulary mastery need to be improved. They 
found difficulties in learning and mastering new English words. Further, the 
writer also found that the students’ ability in writing hortatory exposition text 
need also to be improved. They found difficulties in expressing their ideas, 
write in a good content and having difficulty in choosing appropriate words 
in writing hortatory exposition text.  
By conducting this research, the writer wanted to answer a question “is 
there any correlation between students’ vocabulary and their writing ability 
of hortatory exposition text?”. Whereas the objective of this research are to 
know and to describe whether or not there is the correlation between 
students’ vocabulary mastery and their ability in writing hortatory exposition 
text. 
 
THE METHOD OF RESEARCH  
The research was conducted at the fourth semester of English 
Department of STKIP PGRI Bandar Lampung in 2016/2017. There are 144 
students in this level. This research used cluster random sampling technique 
and took 28 students as sample. In conducting the research, the writer used 
descriptive quantitative method. The writer explained and analyzed the data 
from the students. The data of the vocabulary mastery was taken from a 
multiple choice test that consisted of 50 items. The data of the students’ 
ability in writing hortatory exposition text was taken from a writing test. The 
students were asked to make hortatory exposition text by choosing one of the 
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topics given. The writer used a scoring system which was adapted from John 
B. Heaton (1988: 146). For testing the hypothesis, the dta will be analyzed by 
using Product Moment Formula formula. 
 
RESEARCH FINDING  
Before testing the hypothesis, the normality and homogenety test was 
calculated first. The normality test was conducted to know the data from the 
sample are normal or not. In testing the normality of vocabulary data, the 
writer used Liliefors formula. It is known that the lowest score is 56 and the 
highest score is 78. From the calculation, it was got that Lo is 0.1529 with N 
= 28 and significant level α = 0.05. It was obtained that Ltab = 0.103. It means 
that Lo (0.1529) is lower that Ltable (0.103). Because Lo is lower than Ltab,  Ho 
is accepted, it can be concluded that the data of students’ vocabulary mastery 
have normal distribution. Furthermore, after conducting the normality test for 
writing, it was got that Lo is 0,0674 with N = 28 and significant level of α = 
0.05. It was obtained that Ltable = 0.173. It means that Lo (0.0674) is lower 
than Ltable (0.173). Therefore, Ho is accepted, it can be concluded that the data 
of students’ writing ability have normal distribution. After that, the 
homogeneity tes was conducted. From the computation, it was got that Ho is 
accepted, and it can be concluded that data are homogenous. 
Since the data of the research are normal and homogeneous, the 
hypothesis testing using product moment formula can be conducted. To know 
the level of correlation between students’ vocabulary mastery and their ability 
in writing hortatory exposition text, the writer used the following criteria: 
1. Reliability coefficient 0.800-1.00 is very high 
2. Reliability coefficient 0.600- 0.800 is high 
3. Reliability coefficient 0.400-0.600 is fair 
4. Reliability coefficient 0.200-0.400 is low 
5. Reliability coefficient 0.000-0.200 is very low 
Based on the calculation of product moment formula, the writer got that 
rcount is 0.54. It means that rcount ≠ 0. It means that there is correlation between 
students’ vocabulary mastery and their ability in writing hortatory exposition 
text. From the calculation with N = 28 for significance level 5% it is known 
rtable = 0.374, so rcount is higher than rtable. The result is 0.54, it is between 
0.400 – 0.600 means that there is fair correlation. 
It is showed the data analysis above has positive result. After 
calculating by using Product Moment formula the writer got rxy was 0.54. 
rcount = 0.54 was taken place between 0.400 – 0.600. rtable for significance 
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level 5% is 0.374 andit an be concluded that rcount  = 0.54 is higher than rtable = 
0.374. So Ho is accepted and Ha is rejected. It means that there is a fair 
correlation between students’ vocabulary mastery and their ability in writing 
hortatory exposition text at the fourth semester of English Department of 
STKIP PGRI Bandar Lampung in 2016/2017. 
After analyzing the data and getting the result the writer concludes that 
there is a correlation between students’ vocabulary mastery and their ability 
in writing hortatory exposition text.  It is proved by the result of calculation 
by using Product Moment formula was 0.54. Moreover, this reasearch also 
found that there is a positive correlation between students’ vocabulary 
mastery and their ability in writing hortatory exposition text.  It is proved by 
the result of rxy 0.54 was higher than rtable 0.374.  The degree of the 
correlation between students’ vocabulary mastery and their ability in writing 
report text is fair, between 0.400 – 0.600. 
Based on the result above, the writer belives that the students who 
master vocabulary, they have good writing. The students who want to make a 
good writing they should master vocabulary. The reason is because by having 
an abiity in understanding new words and using those words in an 
appropriate situation, the students will able to make a good writing. 
Further, the writer concludes that if the students do not master 
vocabulary, they will get difficulties when they write something. In addition, 
the students who master vocabulary, they will get easy in writing something . 
 
CONCLUSION 
After analyzing the data and getting the result the writer concludes that: 1) 
There is a correlation between students’ vocabulary mastery and their ability 
in writing hortatory exposition text.  It is proved by the result of calculation 
by using Product Moment formula was 0.54; 2) There is a positive 
correlation between students’ vocabulary mastery and their ability in writing 
hortatory exposition text.  It is proved by the result of rxy 0.54 was higher 
than rtable 0.374; 3) The degree of the correlation between students’ 
vocabulary mastery and their ability in writing report text is fair, between 
0.400 – 0.600. 
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